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would only leave room for other individuals to fill
the vacant places, Annihilation is the end not.
directly for the individual, but for the race Not
life itself, according to Schopenhauer, but the will
to live, is to be killed in the individual man. Even
this code of morals, Hartmann thinks, is a remnant
of the false, pre - evolutionist individualism, and
would hinder the course of the universe, by leaving
the game to be played out by the remaining indi-
viduals whose wills were not strong enough to curb
or kill themselves. It is a mistake to think that
the will to live which pulses through all existence
can be annihilated by the phenomenal individual
The individual's duty is not to seek for himself the
painlessness of annihilation or passionless Nlrw&na,
but to join in the ceaseless painful striving of
nature, and, by contributing to the development of
life, to hasten its arrival once more at the goal of
unconsciousness. The self-destruction, not of the
individual will, but of the cosmic or universal will,
is the final end of action.

Apart from the metaphysical view of things with
which this estimate of the value of life is connected,
and which may be regarded perhaps as its conse-
quent rather than its cause,1 the pessimist doctrine
has a double foundation, in psychology and in the
facts of life.

1 Cf. Vaihinger, Hartmann, Diiliring und Lange (1876), p.
124